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Aviators and Holidays:
Some great decorations we have seen
It should not be surprising that pilots and
their airplanes get into the holiday spirit.
From lights on aircraft to decorated hangars,
these photos show the elaborate holiday
displays we can come up with.

JANUARY MEETING

Speaker: Jim Wilson, USAF
Ret. & former SR-71 pilot
“Newly declassified updates on an
airplane that changed history – the
SR-71”

The fab 40’s have quite a way to go to keep
up with these aviation scenes.

Above is a festively decorated hangar at
Montgomery Field in San Diego, getting
ready for a holiday party.

Squadron Headquarters
Sacramento Executive Airport
January 19th, 5:30 pm

Above is from a foothill hangar bay.
The photo at lower left is a walk‐through
200‐foot light tunnel made up of more than
250,000 lights synchronized to holiday music
at Space Center Houston.
Wishing everyone the best in 2022!
Dale Terry, Newsletter Editor

Join Squadron member, Jim Wilson, for an
informative presentation on the famous SR‐
71 Blackbird. Get ready to learn some newly
released info on this untouchable aircraft ‐‐
an aircraft developed to perform at high
speed, high altitude and beat out air
defenses of all sorts – surface‐to‐air missiles
or even air superiority fighters.
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AROUND THE
SQUADRON

By Ron Richey
Saturday, January 1, 2022…..finds
Chuck Asbury, Doyle Carroll, Bill
Myers, Ron Richey and several other
friends and north hangar tenants having
coffee (supplied by Doyle’s wife
Margaret) and donuts (supplied by Bill
Myers) at Richey’s hangar to bring in the
New Year…….what a better way to start
2022 by hanging out at the airport on
the very first day of the year. That HAS
to be a good omen.
Bob Casteel was spotted at Exec during
the holidays sporting his department
store Santa beard……..Bob would
neither confirm nor deny what his
Christmas part‐time job was. Bob has
been working on cleaning out his hangar
and trying to be a bit more organized for
the New Year.

Jim Everhart
Celebration of Life
January 22nd, 11:00 am
Sunriver Church

Ulli Luenemann sent photos from Lake
Tahoe after the most recent snow storm
reporting the ski season is going to be
fantastic 2022.

11223 Trinity River Drive
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
.

.
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Safety Brief:
traffic pattern, even if you think no one
else is there. It’s not worth risking a
traffic conflict. If it’s a left‐hand pattern
and you want to head the other way, it
takes just a few seconds to a minute,
depending on the aircraft, to climb until
at least 500 feet above pattern altitude
while getting some distance between
you and the crosswind leg.

Departing the traffic
pattern

By Bill Cox, CFII
Collision avoidance at a non‐towered
airport depends on pilots knowing what
to expect from the other pilots. This is
best done with standard procedures
found in the FAA Airplane Flying
Handbook, which says:
On the departure leg after takeoff, the
pilot should continue climbing straight
ahead and, if remaining in the traffic
pattern, commence a turn to the
crosswind leg beyond the departure end
of the runway within 300 feet of the
traffic pattern altitude. If departing the
traffic pattern, the pilot should continue
straight out or
exit with a 45‐
degree turn (to
the left when in
a left‐hand
traffic pattern;
to the right
when in a right‐
hand traffic
pattern)
beyond the
departure end
of the runway
after reaching
the traffic
pattern
altitude.

Pretty straightforward, but there’s more
to it than that.
First, make sure you’re flying at the
correct pattern altitude. It’s not always
1000 feet AGL. If it isn’t, the altitude will
appear in the airport’s Chart Supplement
entry.
Second, use common sense. If terrain,
obstacles, traffic, or other issues don’t
allow for a textbook departure path, do
what’s necessary for safety, whether it’s
climbing on the runway centerline until
it’s safe to turn or something else.
Third, don’t get into the bad habit of
turning opposite a left‐ or right‐hand

Regardless of how you choose to depart
the pattern, keep watching and listening
for traffic, which, hopefully, you’re doing
all the time.
Here are my top three things you need
to do for a smooth departure:
1.

2.

As part of your pre‐flight
planning, think through how
you’ll clear the pattern and turn
on course. Keep in mind the
usual pattern departure
procedures from the AIM as
well as terrain and obstruction
concerns.
Check traffic in the pattern and
any using another runway.
Make sure the runway is clear
before you cross the hold‐short
line. Be on the lookout for
aircraft not
following the
local traffic
pattern
procedures.
3. When
you make a radio
call upon
departure, clarify
your intentions
and departure
heading once
clearing the
pattern. And
leave your
landing lights on
until several
miles away from
your departure
airport.
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Commander’s
Column:
Toy airlift for kids
and great year-end
Hello Air Squadron,
Yes, that’s me above at our Banquet
podium introducing our November
evening celebration.

Oracle” aircraft to the Legends of Flight
gallery.
Was CNN correct when Sean was
featured in a story titled “Does this man
have the most dangerous job in
America?”

With famous Ace, Bud Anderson, in
attendance, I felt extremely privileged to
hear Sean Tucker and Bud share flying
stories. What a prestigious pair!

No, not according to Tucker. But it is
clear that aerobatic performances at his
level are high risk endeavors.

Tom Jones represented our Squadron at
the Sheriff’s Toy Airlift at Mather
Airport. That’s Tom, second from left
above – also sharing toy duties with Lt.
Shelly Hodgkins – far right.

Even though Sheriff Scott Jones was
nursing a cold that chilly evening, he was
an engaging speaker. We learned about
his future plans, department updates
and his appreciation for our group.

When Sean D. Tucker speaks his energy
is contagious. His experiences in
surviving failed aircraft and steps taken
in air show risk analysis were highlights
of the evening.
Sean is clearly a WORLD champion
aerobatic aviator. No wonder that the
Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum decided to add his “Team

I look forward to being your Commander
in 2022.
Let’s Fly!
Ken Lux, Commander
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CHUCK ASBURY: VIEW FROM THE LEFT SEAT
(Ed. Note: High time Command Pilot Chuck Asbury will periodically contribute to the Newsletter with views on aviation, interesting travel stories and
commentary on flying both yesterday and today.)

A cross country …
and then some
After having visited six continents and over half a hundred
countries, Ulli Luenemann and I reviewed our logs and found
that neither of us had ever crossed the equator.
This, we decided, could not stand.
Armed with an A‐36 Bonanza we set off to rectify the problem,
picking out Ecuador as the most logical target. The Bonanza
packed tip‐tanks, giving us one‐hundred twenty gallons, so long
distance legs could readily be handled.
Since VORs in Central and South America in
1993 were often intermittent or non‐existent,
navigation was the major challenge, and only
very recently had GPS come into existence.
With its arrival we acquired one of the hand‐
held Trimble GPS devices very new to the
market.
The rascal proved indispensable when early in
the venture we were forced to ever lowering
altitudes while dodging frequent rain squalls
over the vast expanses of the Yucatan jungles of Mexico, where
getting lost presents little problem. That no openings existed
anywhere reduced the chances of surviving an off‐airport
landing to exactly nil, so pray to Continental workmanship.
Routing to South America is simple; follow the coast to Panama,
turn South and follow the coast another few hundred miles, and
wind up in Guayaquil which is just over a hundred miles South of
the Equator.

Quito had been our target, and while we were trained to handle
an instrument approach, the airplane wasn’t, as the initial
approach altitude is seventeen‐thousand feet. So, Plan B found
us headed for Esmeraldas, over on the coast. It’s a charming
town, that uses the center‐divide of main street as a garbage
dump. We bargained for fuel, which AOPA said was $1.10 per
gallon and wound up paying $2,25 only to later learn that since
it had been stolen by the tower controller, who would have
accepted half that amount.
Since the weather didn’t change from being
rotten, and we just had to visit Quito, we exercised
discretion and took a local TAMA regional airline
and arrived there in less than an hour. Quito
proved well‐worth the visit and both the country
and its people make travel worth every effort.
Out of Ecuador we made for Panama, Guatemala
City and then Chetumal Mexico, Belize City, the
ruins of Palenque and Monte Alban, the beaches
of Cozumel and back home.
And speaking of the $100 hamburger, we managed to consume
just over 1,000 gallons of 100LL, thirteen quarts of oil, made 26
landings, spent $750 for parking and other fees, logged 68 hours
and covered more than 11,000 nm in thirty days.
Doing a post‐mortem after a few day’s rest, we unanimously
agree we’d do it again. Wouldn’t you?
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November 2021 Annual Banquet pictures clockwise:
Jim Phillips receives award for long‐time Squadron
participation; Joe Williams honored as Squadron
Treasurer; Flying buddies, Chuck Asbury and Ulli
Luenemann; Tim Pinkney, Sheriff Jones and Sean
Tucker; Kevin Phillips, Hunter Jefferson, Bud Anderson
and Sean Tucker.

.
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November 2021 Annual Banquet pictures clockwise:
Doug Hunting awarded for Squadron website design
and implementation; Group dinner at Officer’s Club;
Sean and Colleen Tucker; Dale Terry receives Jack
Birch award for lifetime aviation involvement and
Newsletter editor.

